
 

 
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: 

Scott Curtis 
Treasure Valley Family YMCA 
344-5502 ext 279 
scott.curtis@ymcatvidaho.org 

October 6, 2016 

 
YMCA Board Approves Groundbreaking of South Meridian Facility 
Facility To Be Part of Most Innovative Community Center in the Region 
 
Boise, ID - The Treasure Valley Family YMCA (Y) Board of Directors approved 
yesterday the groundbreaking of the South Meridian Family YMCA, a full-sized health 
and recreation facility located at the southeast intersection of Eagle and Amity Roads.  
 
A public groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, October 
25th, at 1:30 p.m. at the construction site, adjacent to Hillsdale Elementary School.  
Additional details regarding this event will be released soon.  
 
The 62,000-square-foot facility includes youth development centers, fitness areas, 
group exercise studios, family locker rooms, gathering space, gyms, classrooms, and a 
teaching kitchen.  The building includes 8,000 square feet that will be operated by the 
Y and St. Luke’s Health System (St. Luke’s) where the community can access disease 
prevention and rehabilitation support services.  
 
The Y and St. Luke’s are part of a larger partnership devoted to the education, literacy, 
recreation, health, and wellness needs of the entire region.  The project vision includes 
a Meridian city park, a West Ada School District elementary school, a Meridian Library 
District branch (pending bond passage), and an indoor aquatic center (also pending 
bond passage; more information about these bonds at end of release). Hillsdale 
Elementary School, the first to break ground, opened its doors in August to over 500 
students.  Upon completion, the Y will provide gym space to the school during school 
hours, and St. Luke’s will assist in students’ health needs. 
 
“This is a very exciting moment in our YMCA’s history,” said Maureen O’Keeffe, YMCA 
Board Chair.  "The South Meridian Y is part of something more innovative than 
anything Idaho residents have seen before. In fact, it is being watched across the 
nation as a model of collaboration.  In a rapidly growing community like Meridian, this 
facility will provide wonderful opportunities for youth, adults, and families. While some 
final funding is needed, we have been humbled by the support we have already 
received.  We are confident that continued generosity of the community will close the 
remaining gap to ensure the building is opened debt-free.” 
 
Land for the entire campus has been donated.  Costs for the Y facility is being funded 
by Treasure Valley individuals, families, companies, and foundations who are 
participating in the South Meridian Y Capital Campaign in the Treasure Valley.   
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Y President and CEO, David Duro, said, “The community’s generosity is what is 
allowing our Y to build this world-class facility in a growing, vibrant community like 
Meridian.  It is truly one of the most momentous milestones in our Y’s 125-year 
history.” 
 
Jim Cleary, Co Chair of the South Meridian Y Capital Campaign, said, “Community 
members from Meridian and the Treasure Valley have been working on this dream for 
more than ten years.  Their dedication, the growth in the community, and incredible 
partnerships and collaboration have all combined to finally get our Y built.” 

 
 

### 
 

 
ABOUT THE TREASURE VALLEY FAMILY YMCA 
The Treasure Valley Family YMCA (Y) is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. The Y 
works to strengthen the foundation of our community by developing successful youth, 
engaging people in healthy living, and instilling a commitment to social responsibility. 
We provide support and opportunities that empower people and communities to learn, 
grow, and thrive.  Learn more at ymcatvidaho.org. 
 
 
ABOUT THE W.A.R.D. AQUATICS BOND 
The Western Ada Recreation District (W.A.R.D.) approved a $20MM bond issue 
proposed by Friends for Meridian’s Future, a broad-based group of community 
members and business leaders, that would cover the construction of two year-round, 
public indoor aquatic centers in North and South Meridian. These aquatic centers will 
be part of two multi-use community centers that will include schools, libraries, full-
service YMCAs, parks, and rehabilitation facilities. While W.A.R.D. will own the aquatic 
centers, the operational costs to maintain them will be managed by the YMCA (or other 
operator chosen by W.A.R.D.) at NO additional cost to the taxpayers. The bond will be 
on General Election ballots for W.A.R.D. voters on November 8th, 2016.  Learn more at 
voteward.org. 
 
 
ABOUT THE LIBRARY BOND 
On November 8th, 2016, Meridian Library District will ask citizens to vote to approve a 
$12 million bond to fund the construction of two new branch library projects in 
Meridian: one in South Meridian and one in North Meridian. The bond requires a 
supermajority to pass (66.7%).  The cost of the bond for both new library branches 
would be approximately $11.05 annually per $100,000 in assessed property value 
($0.92 per month). In response to residents' requests for improved library services, 
the Meridian Library District Board of Trustees and staff, in consultation with civic 
leaders, community members, and qualified architects, have identified these projects 
as necessary to continue providing needed services to our rapidly growing Meridian 
community.  Learn more at mld.org.  
 


