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Partners at “The Hill” in South Meridian Sign MOU 
YMCA, St. Luke’s, City of Meridian, West Ada School District and Meridian 
Library District Agree to Enhance Quality of Life Together 
 

Boise, Idaho – The Treasure Valley Family YMCA, St. Luke’s Health System, 
West Ada School District, City of Meridian, and Meridian Library District have 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to establish their shared vision 
and commitment to an innovative project called “The Hill” in south Meridian. The 
agreement establishes mutual guiding principles and objectives for the project 
that encompass community, adventure, inclusion, and collaboration.  
 

The Hill campus, located near the intersection of South Eagle and West Amity 
Roads, will be a contiguous hub for education, recreation, health, fitness, and 
literacy. The MOU further defines this new concept as a way to: 
 

• Strengthen community identity and celebrate the diverse and unique gifts 
of people within 

• Foster opportunities for exploration, growth, and fulfillment 
• Create a welcoming destination for people of all ages and abilities to come 

together for a purpose greater than themselves 
• Demonstrate the advantage of collaborative decision-making, 

programming, and spaces 
 

Once complete, The Hill will feature a YMCA, health services, an elementary 
school, a park and a public library. The first partner to open, Hillsdale 
Elementary School, is currently serving more than 500 students. Next is the 
YMCA, which will include space devoted to St. Luke’s wellness services. The Y 
and St. Luke’s will break ground in a public ceremony on October 25 at 1:30 
p.m. Creation of the city park is projected to follow in the spring. Construction 
of a YMCA-operated aquatic center and the library branch will begin once 
funding is secured. The West Ada Recreation District and the Meridian Library 
District have approved bond issues that will go before voters in their districts at 
the general election on November 8.  
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ABOUT THE TREASURE VALLEY FAMILY YMCA 
The Treasure Valley Family YMCA (Y) is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. The Y 
works to strengthen the foundation of our community by developing successful youth, 
engaging people in healthy living, and instilling a commitment to social responsibility. 
We provide support and opportunities that empower people and communities to learn, 
grow, and thrive.  Learn more at ymcatvidaho.org. 
 
 
ABOUT THE W.A.R.D. AQUATICS BOND 
The Western Ada Recreation District (W.A.R.D.) approved a $20MM bond issue 
proposed by Friends for Meridian’s Future, a broad-based group of community 
members and business leaders, that would cover the construction of two year-round, 
public indoor aquatic centers in North and South Meridian. These aquatic centers will 
be part of two multi-use community centers that will include schools, libraries, full-
service YMCAs, parks, and rehabilitation facilities. While W.A.R.D. will own the aquatic 
centers, the operational costs to maintain them will be managed by the YMCA (or other 
operator chosen by W.A.R.D.). The bond will be on General Election ballots for 
W.A.R.D. voters on November 8th, 2016.  Learn more at voteward.org. 
 
 
ABOUT THE LIBRARY BOND 
On November 8th, 2016, Meridian Library District will ask citizens to vote to approve a 
$12 million bond to fund the construction of two new branch library projects in 
Meridian: one in South Meridian and one in North Meridian. The bond requires a 
supermajority to pass (66.7%).  The cost of the bond for both new library branches 
would be approximately $11.05 annually per $100,000 in assessed property value 
($0.92 per month). In response to residents' requests for improved library services, 
the Meridian Library District Board of Trustees and staff, in consultation with civic 
leaders, community members, and qualified architects, have identified these projects 
as necessary to continue providing needed services to our rapidly growing Meridian 
community.  Learn more at mld.org.  
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