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I deeply believe we can make a difference in our own community. 
We open our doors wide so all are welcome. We bring people 
together, establish common ground, and help others build 
relationships. We bridge differences and build mutual respect. 
We believe every person is of promise. Providing donor-
supported Financial Assistance helps us find that promise in all, 

When Sandy and Lee learned that their grandchildren 
were living on the streets of Las Vegas, surviving on food 
found in dumpsters, they intervened quickly. They cleared 
significant emotional and legal hurdles and took custody 
of Nate and Nina from their single mother, who was lost in 
drug addiction. The kids made it safely to Idaho, but their 
transition to foster grandchildren posed great challenges.

Aware of their dramatic life change, friends at church told 
Sandy and Lee about the Y. Because of Financial Assistance 
funds, foster kids like Nate and Nina can participate for 
little or no cost. Just a year after becoming members of the 
Caldwell Y, the siblings have made new friends, been welcomed 
into the community, and even spent a life-changing week at 
Y Camp at Horsethief Reservoir last summer. Knowing that 
their grandchildren are enjoying themselves in safe, character 
value-based activities gives Sandy and Lee the genuine 
respite they need to effectively parent Nate and Nina.

SANDY, LEE, NINA, & NATE
Caldwell Family YMCA &

Y Camp at Horsethief Reservoir



More than 10 years ago, Ed was riding   his motorcycle 
near his home in South Dakota, something he enjoyed 
often. This ride however, was unlike any other. He 
awoke in a ravine, an off-duty EMT by his side, 
without feeling in his legs. Despite spinal surgery, Ed 
was permanently paralyzed below the waist. Three 
years and thousands of hours of rehabilitation 
later, Ed moved to Boise to be near his children and 
grandchildren. He continued his therapeutic exercise 
at a Boise hospital until last year when the aquatics 
program he attended was discontinued. Soon Ed 
found a new place to swim — and more — at the Y.

Although making ends meet with a disability is 
tough for Ed, he knows swimming is essential to 
maximizing his independence. The thirty percent 
Financial Assistance Ed receives through Annual 
Campaign funds makes it possible for him to afford 
living expenses like food and gas, while participating 
in life-extending exercise. The encouraging 
environment that he shares with other members, 
front desk staff, and lifeguards energizes Ed. “A 
visit to the Y always makes my day better,” he says.

ED
Downtown Family YMCA

Krystal lost her sight eight years ago due to diabetes. 
In order to qualify for a guide dog, she had to become 
stronger and confidently walk without assistance. At the 
Y, Krystal learned to exercise safely, made new friends, 
and eventually qualified to receive her new dog, Darma.

Four years ago when her daughter Olivia was born, Krystal 
was able to continue exercising thanks to Y Child Watch. 
Next for Olivia came Mommy and Me swimming lessons 
and preschool in the Downtown Guided Discovery 
program. Thanks to Financial Assistance funds, 
Krystal now participates in water aerobics, and Olivia 
continues her swimming lessons. With kindergarten on 
the horizon, Olivia and her mom are confident. Krystal 
credits Olivia’s love of learning to her experiences at the Y.

KRYSTAL, OLIVIA, & DARMA
Child Development &

Downtown Family YMCA



LEADERSHIP GIFTS
Recognizing our donors in a meaningful way is very important to us.  Our facilities are buzzing with kids, adults, and families every 
day, providing a perfect environment for saying “Thank You” to our supporters! These digital donor banners are located in high-traffic 
areas in our facilities and are continuously streaming throughout the year during business hours, giving donors multiple moments of 
recognition. Examples shown at right.

THREE LEVELS OF RECOGNITION:

 
$25  Help a child learn the importance of sportsmanship and gain confidence in a basketball skills clinic
$50  Foster a lifelong passion for physical activity by sending a child to a summer sports camp
$100  Encourage creativity and confident self-expression by enrolling a child in an art, drama, or music camp
$250  Lower Idaho’s high drowning rate by teaching 6 kids to swim
$500  Give a child the opportunity to go to resident Y Camp at Horsethief Reservoir
$1000 Provide one family with a year-long membership to the Y
$2500 Encourage scientific learning by sending 20 youth to STEM camps
$5000 Promote health and recovery by helping 50 cancer survivors heal in our Cancer Fitness Fundamentals Class
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$1000 Gift
Display of your name or business name on a vertical 
digital banner in the 
facility of your choice (Caldwell, Downtown, West).

$2500 Gift
Display of your name and family photo or your business 
name and logo on a horizontal digital banner in the 
facility of your choice (Caldwell, Downtown, West).

$5000 Gift 
Display of your name and family photo or your business 
name and logo on a horizontal digital banner in ALL 
three of our facilities.

Here are ways your gift can make an impact:
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