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PURPOSE OF YMCA YOUTH GOVERNMENT PROGRAM
The purpose of this program is to provide a platform upon which involved youth may be launched to
a better understanding of the principles and methods of our constitutional republic form of
government and to discover how, through first-hand experience they can actively make changes for
the betterment of our state.

WHO MAY PARTICIPATE
The Idaho YMCA Youth in Government program is open to high school students in the 9th, 10th,
11th, and 12th grades in every community in Idaho. Youth delegates must represent either a school
or a YMCA group.

BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION IN YMCA YOUTH GOVERNMENT
Ø Participants receive training in parliamentary procedures, public debate, preparation of
legislative materials, and an understanding of the legislative process.
Ø Participants meet and develop relationships with peers from around their region, state, and
country.
Ø Participants engage in forums, public meetings, and discussion groups, culminating in the
State Session at the Statehouse in Boise.
Ø Participants practice the invaluable skills of expressing opinion, listening to others, and
defending arguments through the discovery of research
Ø Participants can apply this training and practice throughout their adult lives.

* * LEARN BY DOING * *
SCHOOL DELEGATIONS
Hundreds of Idaho students participate in Idaho YMCA Youth in Government each year. For the past
82 years, YMCA Youth in Government has been an excellent example of impactful experiential
learning. The program usually begins in October, when advisers recruit their political science students,
speech/debate teams, government classes or any interested students to become part of their school
delegation.
Whether once a week or once a month, the school delegations meet regularly to discuss parliamentary
procedures, drafting legislation, lobbying, responsibilities of state officials, practices of attorneys
and justices, and election campaigning.
Together, students prepare to attend a Regional Conference in the winter, State Session in the spring
and a National Conference in the summer.
REGIONAL CONFERENCE
The YMCA Youth in Government Regional Conferences are held at Idaho colleges and universities
during the months of November through January. Students run for election and vote for officers
during the Regional Conferences. Workshops, special speakers, moot court, and teambuilding with
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peers are also part of the Regional Conference. Students who attend the YMCA Youth in Government
Regional Conferences will be prepared for the State Session in April.
Each delegation will send candidates ready to run for election at Regional Conference for the
designated positions open to that region per year. Some delegations hold primaries in order to
prepare candidates and to offer their best choice for each position.
Candidates and delegations should prepare to properly campaign at the Regional Conference. Each
candidate should prepare a one to two minute speech about his/her unique qualities that make them
suitable for the elected position. Delegations should prepare questions that can be used during a
debate among the candidates. Candidates are allowed to bring posters and banners to hang at the
Conference.
Idaho is unique in that each region is allowed to vote for certain elected state and judicial positions
and then those positions rotate regions each year. The YMCA Youth in Government office sends the
open positions for each region to participating schools in mid-October.
Regional Conference is also a time for students who are interested in the judicial branch of
government to prepare to argue a court case. Schools should choose teams of two to act as counsel
and co-counsel at the Regional Conference. Schools may decide the number of teams they want to
send to Regional Conference based on the number of co-counsel teams they are allowed to bring to
State Session. The teams will be given an actual Idaho court case to study and prepare to argue. At
the conference, each team will have five minutes to argue their case. The top teams will be asked to
represent their schools at State Session in April. The moot court case is sent to participating schools
in late October.

STATE SESSION
The State Session will be held for two days in the Idaho Capitol Building, the State Courthouse, and
other downtown buildings in Boise at the end of April. This is a time for your delegation to experience
the process of government by enacting various roles.
Each student from your delegation may attend the State Session as long as they have a certain role
to play. Governor, Senator, Justice, Parliamentarian, Chaplain, Lobbyist, Co-Counsel, and Journalist
are only some of the opportunities your students can portray. Each delegation may decide how they
match students to various roles. (See Duties and Responsibilities of Youth Offices for clarification of
each role)
Before attending State Session, each delegation should meet to discuss issues that are important to
them in order to write purposeful bills that will be proposed during the State Session. Legislation
proposed by the delegations is submitted for State Session in early March to the Y Youth Government
State Office. The bills will be assigned to committees and bound in the "Book of Bills." Each delegation
should attempt to have every student submit a bill or be part of a team that submits a bill.
State Session begins on Wednesday evening with registration. Students meet at the State Capital and
State Courthouse for mock legislative and judicial sessions on Thursday and Friday. This time is used
to debate bills, argue court cases, participate in an opening session, lobby, observe and report, and
meet students from around the state. Thursday evening will be open to schools to engage in a variety
of guided and open activities. The YMCA will provide a catered dinner. We encourage students to
network and to celebrate the YMCA Youth in Government Program through collaboration.
The delegate who authors the bill should be prepared to present and defend the bill to the committee
members. The author may also use lobbyists who testify for the bill but cannot vote. Each committee
considers 4 to 6 bills.
Mason’s Manual is adapted for use in all Idaho YMCA Youth in Government Sessions. Please refer to
the Rules and Regulations and Parliamentary Procedures pages for details.
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IDAHO YMCA YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT REGISTRATION

REGIONAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION:
Regional Conference registration fee is $10.00 per student attending (no fee for adviser)
Advisers should collect the fees prior to the conference. The fees along with the YMCA Waiver form,
the registration form, and the list of candidates form should be sent to the YMCA Youth in
Government Office at 5959 N. Discovery Way, Boise, Idaho 83713 or emailed to the Program
Coordinator.
YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT STATE SESSION:
A State Session registration fee is $55.00 per delegate attending. This includes the Thursday
activities, lunch, and dinner. This fee is to be collected by the adviser prior to attending State Session
and will be submitted when registering at the State Conference if not already sent in.
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:
Individual financial assistance is available upon request.
Delegation advisers may contact the State Office for details. Fees are kept as low as possible, with
the YMCA providing financial assistance dependent on subsidy support through the Treasure Valley
Family YMCA Annual Campaign. If you have ideas for financial support resources, please contact
Frances.Marcotte@ymcatvidaho.org.

PROCEDURES FOR PARTICIPATION
1. Determine which group wants to participate and represent your school. This may be a political
science or government class, official school club, or a group of interested students at your
school.
2. Select your group adviser. Each group must have an adult adviser.
3. Adviser becomes familiar with program goals, procedures, and guidelines.
4. Begin discussing subjects for legislative bill writing.
5. Select candidates to run for office. Elections are held at the Regional Conference in November
through January.
6. The entire group attends one of the Regional Conference at which participants receive
training in legislative procedures, committees, bill drafting and elect officers.
7. Democratically select from your group Senators, Representatives, and additional delegates
from the following categories: Reporter, Legislative Aide, Delegate-in-Training, and one
Lobbyist per bill submitted. A Registration form with this information will be sent to you from
the state office.
a) If a member of your group is elected to one of the following offices, that person is
one of your delegation's Representative(s): Speaker of the House, House Floor Leader,
Assistant House Floor.
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b) If a member of your group is elected to one of the following offices, that person is
one of your delegation's Senators: Senate Floor Leader, Assistant Senate Floor Leader.
c) If a member of your group is elected to one of the following offices, that person is
part of your delegation in addition to your group's original delegates: Youth Governor,
Youth Governor-Elect, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Secretary of the
Senate, Chief Clerk of the House, Editor-in-chief.
All elected judicial officers are also part of your delegation in addition to your clubs original
delegates.

8. Complete preparation of your bills. Each delegation should submit at least two bills. Students
may work individually or in partners or teams to prepare and submit their bills. The number
of bills a delegation submits may not be greater than the number of students in the
delegation. Deadline for bill submission is early March. Registration and bills must be into the
State Office by the deadline given.
9. Your delegation attends the Idaho YMCA Youth in Government State Session in April held at
the Capitol Building and Idaho Supreme Court.

Dear Adviser:
The YMCA Youth in Government program is a fantastic opportunity for students to bring
State and local government alive. This program has been around for over 82 years and
provides hands on experience to students interested in the legislative or judicial experience.
As with any great program, a great adviser is needed to guide the students through the
expectations. We do not want this to be a burden and hope that these resources will give
you a clear understanding of how the program works. As a teacher myself I know that we
are busy and overworked, but this opportunity is just too great for our students to miss.
The work can, and should be completed by your students with your assistance and can be
completed in as few as 3 lunch meetings between December and April. If you are not available
to attend the conference but know of another teacher that can pair up and work on this with
you together, share the load of preparations and make it easy for all involved. The future of
our government and society is in the hands of our students, and it is vital that we give them
opportunities to interact within the process.
Please take the time to look through the information provided. Enclosed you will find step
by step checklists to guide your way through the advising process. I have been involved with
the Youth in Government program for over 10 years; first as a student, second as a college
student volunteer and now as an adviser. This program is amazing and the students I have
worked with over the years remember it for a lifetime. If I can be of any assistance do not
hesitate to contact me. We all look forward to expanding this program and ensuring its
success for years to come. Welcome aboard!
Cindy Wilson
Youth in Government State Committee Member
(E)wilson.cindy1976@gmail.com
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REGIONAL CONFERENCE
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THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE
The Regional Conference is a one-day session, usually held at a college or university during November
through January.
Those schools having registered their intent to participate in the program by mailing their
Regional Conference Registration Form to the state office by the deadline are eligible to attend, and
may bring any number of students to participate. The purpose of the Regional Conference is fourfold:
Ø Develop knowledge about parliamentary procedure.
Ø Become familiar with the election process and propose candidates for offices available in the
region.
Ø Become knowledgeable of topics for legislation and the process for writing legislation.
Ø Become aware of the total overview of the Idaho YMCA Youth in Government Program.

CONTENT OF CONFERENCE TRAINING SESSION
Methods of training, time allotted for various phases of the program, and outline of the day, will
differ from region to region in the Conference. Program content, however, is similar throughout the
state. Each region will include the following items:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Guest speakers
Candidate nomination speeches.
Elections.
A special session will be held for judicial candidates if needed.

VOTING ELIGIBILITY AT REGIONAL CONFERENCE
1. Delegation advisers must list the names of all their delegates with the registrar when they
arrive at the Conference.
2. Each delegation must consist of at least five (5) delegates in attendance.
3. Each delegation must have its adviser in attendance at the Advisers' Meeting.
4. Each delegation must turn in its Group Registration Form, along with the $10 registration
fee per student, at regional conference check in.
5. These rules are the Statewide Committee's accepted rules of procedure and cannot be
changed at the Regional Conference.

VOTING PROCEDURES
NORTH, SOUTH CENTRAL AND SOUTH EAST REGIONS:
1. Each registered group (which meets the "eligibility to vote" requirements) will have one (1)
vote for every ten (10) delegates in attendance, with a maximum of three (3) votes.
· 5-10 delegates
1 vote
· 11-20 delegates
2 votes
· 21 and over
3 votes
2. Varying procedures may be adopted by advisers per state office approval in the region and
confirmed by the delegates.

SOUTH WEST REGION:
1. Each registered group receives one vote per delegate in attendance. Delegations will caucus
and submit one ballot sheet that includes which delegates they are giving their votes to.
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2. If no candidates on the first ballot receive a simple majority, then the two highest candidates

will be voted upon to determine the victor. If two or more are tied below the leading candidate,
there will be a run-off between these candidates. A plurality vote will determine the candidate
to run against the top candidate. The winner must then be elected within two ballots. If there
is a tie vote after two ballots, the winner will be determined by the toss of a coin.
3. The votes from a complete delegation may be split if they have more than one vote. (For
example: Down River High votes 2 votes for Jones; 1 vote for Smith.)
4. Rules 2 and 3 are not subject to change during the conference.

NOMINATION PROCEDURES AT REGIONAL CONFERENCE

1. Candidates must be democratically elected by their delegation. Names of candidates and
offices they are running for should be sent to the YMCA Youth in Government office with
registration and fees.
2. Advisers must register candidates at the registration table before the Conference officially
opens.
3. Speeches will be limited to two minutes. No nomination is required.
4. Each delegation may submit candidates for each office available.
5. If at the close of time for submitting candidates, there is only one candidate running for a
particular office, nominations will be taken from the floor during the Conference.
6. First opportunity will be given to delegations who have not submitted a candidate for any
office.

THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP

The Regional Workshop is held in March each year (Not done in all regions). The length of the
workshop is approximately three hours and can be held during the week in the evening, on Saturday,
or during the school day if permitted by the school.
Those attending the workshop are: (1) elected state officers; (2) delegates who will attend the State
Session in April; and (3) advisers.
The purpose of the Regional Workshop is six-fold:
· To provide a ‘practice session’ for all participants to the State Session.
· To learn the role of legislative committees.
· To finalize ‘bugs’ in legislation prepared by the delegations so that proper changes can be made
prior to the State Session.
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STATE SESSION
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EXAMPLE ADVISER CHECKLIST STATE CONFERENCE
End of January or Beginning of February:
____

Decide on how the students will be selected to attend the state conference. Some schools
have the students vote; others do it by application or by who shows up at the 2nd meeting.
It is up to you. It can be teacher invitation only too. (See sample application)

____

Host a meeting for those interested in attending state. Students who won positions at the
Regional Conference automatically attend State Session.

____

At the meeting set out the criteria for attending State. Note the days of school that will be
missed, time commitment, cost, etc. Sometimes this weeds out the ones who are really not
interested, making the cut process much easier.

____

If you are selecting the students through application process give it 3-5 days to complete.
If you are having the students vote you can decide the student representatives at your
meeting.

____

Finalize those attending the State Conference.

End of February:
____

Host a meeting for those attending State Session. Senators and representatives will be
assigned a lobbyist.

____

Put students in charge of writing their bill(s). Each school will submit at least 2. Email them
the template or have them type it from your computer. You will receive all forms from the
State Director at the end of January.

First Week of March:
____

Submit
state
registration
forms
Frances.Marcotte@ymcatvidaho.org

to

Francy

Marcotte

at

the

YMCA.

____

Have students finalize bills and submit to Francy.

____

Send out case information to any moot court teams. You will receive this information from
the state office.

Beginning of April:
____

Start collecting money.

____

Attend your Regional training. This is not done in every region and not required, but it is
useful.

1 Week before State Conference:
____

Finalize money, transportation, and send reminders to students. Some teachers hold one
last meeting to go over expectations.

____

Attend State! Get your bills passed! Have a great time.
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DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF YOUTH OFFICERS
YOUTH GOVERNOR
• Prepares original inaugural address to the Joint Opening Session of Youth Legislature.
• Submits address in advance to the YMCA Youth in Government Statewide Committee.
• Studies each bill passed by the youth legislators and signs or vetoes each.
• Makes the closing address at the Closing Joint Session, explaining his/her action on all bills
received.
• Requests information and advice necessary from the responsible advisers and legislators
concerning bills.
• Provides leadership for members of both houses and consults with the membership on proposed
legislation.
• Performs other duties connected with the Office of Governor, such as press conferences, meeting
with legislative committees, rules committees, officers, and lobbyists.
• May meet briefly with a member of Idaho Governor’s staff.
• May prepare at least one bill to propose to legislature and work with lobbyist(s) to encourage
passage of the bill(s).
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
• As President of the Senate, the Lt. Governor presides at all sessions of the Senate; however, the
Lt. Governor does not vote except to break a tie.
• In advance of state conference, must become thoroughly familiar with parliamentary procedures
and Senate procedure.
• Succeeds to the Governor's office in the event of disability of the Governor.
• Announces the appointment of all committees and chairpersons. Appoints such special committees
as may be needed to handle Senate business.
• Signs all Senate bills, resolutions, etc., and all House bills which have passed the Senate before
they are returned to the House.
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
• Presides at all sessions of the House. Is a full voting member of the House.
• In advance of state conference, must become thoroughly familiar with parliamentary procedures
and House procedures.
• Is responsible for presiding at the Joint Opening Session and Closing Joint Session.
• Announces the appointment of all committees and chairpersons. Appoints such special committees
as may be needed to conduct House business.
• Signs all House bills, resolutions, etc., and all Senate bills which have been passed to the House
before they are returned to the Senate, and forwards Senate bills to the Governor.
SECRETARY OF STATE
• An elected state official. Not a member of the House or the Senate.
• Custodian of all official House and Senate bills. Distributes all bills to proper committee
chairpersons and accounts for location of all bills.
• Transmits bills to either House. Maintains a record of disposal. Knows at all times the location of
each bill.
• Returns all bills to Program Secretary at the Information Desk at the end of the State Session.
• Keeps an accurate record of the final disposition of all bills.
• May meet briefly with Idaho Secretary of State or a member of his/her staff.
SECRETARY OF THE SENATE - CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Custodian of all official bills while in their possession.
Keeps the official House and Senate Journal, records of bills, order of bills, amendments, House
and Senate calendars.
Not official members of their respective Houses.
Transmits the voting record of all bills, count and report votes, and send them to presiding officers.
Files all rejected bills, keep track of them and returns them to the Program Secretary at the
Information Desk at the end of the State Session.
Cares for any property loaned to the YMCA Youth in Government by the Idaho Legislature.

HOUSE AND SENATE FLOOR LEADERS
•
•

•
•
•

Senators and Representatives elected as Floor Leaders or Assistant Floor Leaders.
Works closely with the Speaker and Lt. Governor to help expedite the legislative process.
(Make key motions, limit debate, adjourn, recess, draft resolutions, etc.)
Works with the Governor to help pass key legislation.

Escorts officials, senators, and representatives, during opening and closing ceremonies.

CHIEF JUSTICE AND ASSOCIATE JUSTICES
• The Chief Justice presides during the YMCA Youth Supreme Court. The Court renders both oral and
written opinions on cases argued during the mock court session. All Justices have an opportunity
to present decisions.
• All justices should be familiar with the Rules of Procedure of the YMCA Youth Supreme Court
set out in the Youth in Government Student Handbook.

•
•

All justices need to have read the Supreme Court Handbook and all seven Supreme
Court Cases prior to State Session.
All justices will wear the official Supreme Court justice robes and are responsible for
maintaining their quality, and returning them at the end of State Session.

CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF APPEALS
• Attends all court sessions. Announces the Court’s arrival at the beginning of each session. Times
the oral arguments. Custodian of Supreme Court and Court of Appeals opinions.
• The Clerk should be familiar with the Rules of Procedure of the YMCA Youth Supreme Court set
out in the Youth in Government Student Handbook.
• Supervises receipt and recording of all court communications and documents; may ascertain the
correctness of such documents; supervises the proper distribution of the same to the Justices.
• Answers questions from counsel or judges regarding orders or status of proceedings.
ATTORNEY GENERAL AND ASSISTANTS
• Attorney General assigns Deputies Attorney General to a case.
• The Attorney General and all Deputies should be familiar with the Rules of Procedure of the YMCA
Youth Supreme Court set out in the Youth in Government Student Handbook.
• Present Amicus Curiae (friend of the court) arguments during the judicial sessions.
• May meet briefly with Idaho Attorney General or a member of his/her staff.

•

Attorney General and Deputies need to have completed thorough research on their
assigned case(s) before State Session to effectively deliver their argument(s).

CO-COUNSEL
• A copy of the case (factual situation and question presented) will be mailed to each delegation
prior to the Conference.

13

•
•
•

All counsel should be familiar with the Rules of Procedure of the YMCA Youth Supreme Court set
out in the Youth in Government Student Handbook.
Any number of teams of co-counsel may compete by presenting oral argument during the regional
workshop. Top two teams from each region will attend State Session and present oral arguments
to YMCA Youth Supreme Court.

All counsel should be well-researched in their case beforehand, practice to stay in their
time limit, and be able to present a thoughtful and articulate argument.

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Elected at the Regional Conference
Assigns Responsibilities to Press Staff and Reporters.
Is responsible for the return of all Press room equipment
Assures that a newspaper is published for each day of State Session.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Assures that updates to State Session are regularly posted to Social Media (Facebook,
Instagram, etc.)
Responsible for making sure their staff are taking care of equipment (laptops, cameras,
etc.)

EDITORIAL PRESS STAFF
• Elected by their school delegations.
• Publishes at least two newspapers during the session.
• A self-governing group, patterned after the "city room" at regular newspapers.
• Prepares and files with respective wire services and their local papers stories concerning the Youth
Legislature (the enactment of legislation, local interest stories, and other matters of interest).
• Assigned to cover particular bodies of the Youth Legislature, including committees, and/or Youth
Supreme Court.
• Keeps accurate notes on the Youth in Government State Session.
• Prepares news and publicity releases for all media prior to delegation arriving in Boise, during the
Youth in Government sessions, and after the delegation returns home.
• Serve as "self-evaluators" for local groups regarding future program training needs for the
following year based on observation of this year's operation.

•

Posts updates to State Session are regularly posted to Social Media (Facebook,
Instagram, etc.)

PARLIAMENTARIANS
• Parliamentarians must be proficient in parliamentary procedure and must become
familiar with Mason's Manual.
• It is the responsibility of the parliamentarian to sit at the side of the Speaker of the
House or the Lieutenant Governor, providing any assistance in procedures needed.
• Parliamentarians will be assigned a committee, and are responsible for keeping order
and knowing the proper procedures for a successful committee session.
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LOBBYIST
• Procure information on pending legislation to aid the Legislature, its committees and officers.
• Must attend committee sessions.
• Must keep track of all legislation and know what action is being considered at any time.
• Perform the following functions:
Ø Encourage the introduction of bills favorable to their clients.
Ø Research and analyze bills introduced at the Legislature to determine if the bills
affect their members or clients.
Ø Report their findings to their members
Ø Coordinate the efforts of those affected by legislation.
Ø Assist in documentation of arguments
Ø Contact legislators individually
• In short, lobbyists are much like a lawyer in court. They make certain that their client’s case is
well presented and receives a fair hearing by the Legislature.
• If a lobbyists bill receives a do not pass lobbyists are required to remain in their committee to
assist in lobbying for other bills.
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LEGISLATIVE & EXECUTIVE
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HOW DO WE GO ABOUT PREPARING LEGISLATION?

The subject of your legislation should be tentatively decided upon by your group before you attend
the Regional Conference. Ideally, a bill should grow out of some need, some problem, and some idea,
which has been developed through discussion by your delegation.
Your legislation subject may be something about law enforcement, state resources, education,
transportation – what seems important to you. Talk to community leaders, your teachers, the editor
or your local newspaper, members of your city council, and business, labor and agricultural leaders.
Talk, observe, ask questions – and do your own thinking.
When you have decided on the subject for your legislation, ask yourself:
• Will it work?
• Can we afford it?
• Who will pay for it?
• Where will the money come from?
• Can it be enforced? Who will enforce it? What will it do to people?
• Will any person or group be adversely affected? How can you convince people that it is
worth the adverse effects or why those affects are not important?
Your group should hold at least two full-scale hearings on your bill or legislation to discuss its
purpose, content, and implications.

WHAT ARE THE POINTS OF GOOD LEGISLATION? WHAT TYPE OF LEGISLATION CAN BE
PREPARED?
A bill proposes a new state law or an amendment to repeal an existing law. Any bill dealing with
revenue must originate in the House of Representatives.
A joint resolution proposes an amendment to the State constitution, to be put to the vote of the
people of the state.
A joint memorial petitions whoever can effectuate the request of the memorial, such as the Congress
of the United States, and deals with affairs outside the jurisdiction of the State Legislature. It is a
request to some other group to do something the legislature cannot do.
A concurrent resolution deals with subject matter, which would not constitute a law or statute, such
as the business and internal affairs or State Legislature.
“Good” legislation will meet these tests:
• It will deal with only one subject.
• It will express the subject accurately in the title of the bill.
• It will conform to the provisions of the Constitutions of the State of Idaho and of the
United States of America.
• It will be as brief and simple as is consistent with its purpose.
• It will be capable of being easily applied.
• A bill must contain the following clause: “Be it enacted by the YMCA Youth Legislature of
the State of Idaho.”
• Definitions of terms, if required, should be included in an early part of the bill.
Legislative drafting is a highly technical procedure, and you will be well advised to get the help of a
local attorney or a member of the Idaho Legislature. Follow the exact form shown in this handbook.

HOW A YOUTH GOVERNMENT “BILL” BECOMES A “LAW”?

A bill is a proposed law. It can be introduced into the model Legislature only by a member or the
model House or senate. A bill does not become a law automatically. There are certain specified
procedures through which the bill must go before it becomes a law. The person introducing the bill
is responsible for knowing these steps and “seeing the bill through.”
Briefly, here are the essential steps with which you should be familiar:
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DRAFTING OF BILLS
Adequate instructions and samples can be found elsewhere in this handbook. Study these carefully.
Draft your bill according to instructions. Keep the bill brief as is consistent with its purpose.
Before the YMCA Legislature convenes in the State Capitol, all bills received will have been printed,
numbered, assigned to committees, and filed in a Bill Book, a copy of which will be provided each
delegate. Study the Bill Book carefully and form your ideas about the merit of the bills it contains.
House and Senate bills are grouped separately. Be ready to discuss other bills as well as your own.
Preferably, discuss several bills in your school club or group to ascertain your constituents’ views.
These bills will also be available early on the YMCA Youth in Government Web Page.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
All bills will be numbered by the clerk and assigned to committees that meet on the afternoon of the
first day. Every delegate is assigned to a committee, but only Senators and Representatives are
voting members.
COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF BILLS
Bills are divided among smaller committees that can more carefully study them and report their
recommendations to the Legislature. All bills will come out of committee with either a “do pass” or
“do not pass” recommendation.
The Legislative committees will have a chairperson and a secretary appointed previously at the
opening of the session. Adult supervisors and consultants will be assigned to committees to help
answer questions and assist with procedures.
SECOND READING OF BILLS
For our purposes, and to conserve time, the Rules Committee does the second reading of bills
“reported out” from committee. These committees, composed of all officers and committee chairs,
develop and House and Senate calendars based on the do pass bills with recommendations and their
priorities.
THIRD READING OF BILLS
The House and Senate convene at the time scheduled in the Bill Book to begin debate on bills reported
out of the committees for consideration. The presiding officers announce that the House is now
ready for the third reading of the bills, and the clerk calls each bill as the respective House considers
it.
The sponsor(s) should then stand and be recognized and should address the chair as follows:
“Mr. (Speaker, or President), I ask for unanimous consent that further reading of this bill be dispensed
with.”
If there is an objection, the sponsor may state a motion to dispense with further reading.
The sponsor has the privilege of opening and closing debate on a bill. After the vote on the bill is
taken, and if the vote is favorable, the bill is transmitted to the other House for action. Each bill
received by one House from the other House shall be treated in the same way as a bill originating
into that House.
In order that bills from both Houses may have prompt consideration, the first bill from the opposite
House is placed next after the first three bills, which originated in and are before that House.
Subsequent bills are alternated on the calendar.
Bills passed by both Houses will be returned to the presiding officer of the House of origin for
transmittal to the Youth Governor.

DEBATE PROCEDURES

Upon rising, each person who wishes to speak will address the chair as “Mr. Speaker” (in the House)
or “Mr. President” (in the Senate.) Questions asked of another member must be addressed through
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the presiding officer. Permission to question another member of the House must first be granted by
the presiding officer.
When debate is ended, the chair will recognize the sponsor(s) of the bill under consideration, after
which the sponsor(s) may present their closing arguments. The vote will be taken, a majority being
necessary to carry. In case of a tie vote in the Senate, the presiding officer shall cast their vote to
break the tie. The Speaker always may vote.
A colleague is always referred to as “the Gentleman” or “the Lady” from __________, or “the Senator” or
“the Representative” from ________________________.

SIGNATURE OF THE GOVERNOR

All bills must be submitted in proper formatting. Please use the format provided in the example bill
in this manual.

SUBMITTING A BILL TO BE INCLUDED IN BILL BOOK
Submit via e-mail or send on floppy disk.

Give the names of the author(s) or sponsor(s) of the bill i.e. Richard Roe, Idaho Falls Hi-Y Club, Idaho
Falls or Jane Doe and Susan Smith, Cambridge High School Student Body.
Be sure you have given the names of the persons who present your bill together with the organization
represented and the town from which they come.
Legal advice should be secured in writing the title, which must be single-spaced and capitalized. It
usually begins with the words “providing . . . “ “Amending . . .” “Relating to . . .” “Appropriating . . . “
etc. The title must state the purpose of the bill and must describe everything that is included within
the bill.
Indent and number each section consecutively, capitalizing the words WHEREAS and SECTION. Short
sections and paragraphs simplify numbering a bill
Number the lines on each page consecutively, beginning with the first line in section 1 (see samples).
Additional pages are numbered, beginning with the number 1 at the top and numbering down each
line consecutively.
Bills should not be over two pages in length. Keep it short. It is more important to have the experience
of writing a bill, and a lengthy bill may not receive consideration in our short session.
The State Committee may reject any bill that does not meet these requirements. Get help in preparing
your bill.

When completed, check your bill for errors and send to the state office:
E-mail: Frances.Marcotte@ymcatvidaho.org
Idaho YMCA Youth in Government
West Family YMCA and Boise City Aquatic Center
5959 N. Discovery Way
Boise, Idaho 83713
(P) 208. 377.9622 ext. 441
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YOUTH SUPREME COURT
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THE JUDICIAL COMPONENT OF YMCA YOUTH GOVERNMENT
The YMCA Youth in Government Youth Supreme Court is conducted at the same time as the legislative
sessions, and may be a part of the regional training workshops in your region. Three statewide
officers are elected on a rotation basis each year. These officers are Chief Justice Elect of the
Supreme Court, Attorney General, and Clerk of the Supreme Court. One region, on a rotation basis,
elects the Attorney General, while the other four regions elect an Assistant Attorney General. All five
regions elect an Appellate Judge who becomes an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court at the State
Session in April. Prospective Appellant and Respondent Co-Counsel teams compete in each region to
determine which Appellant and Respondent Co-Counsel teams will participate in the State Session.

DUTIES AND ARGUMENTS
The primary duty of the Attorney General will be to act as counsel for the elected officials and the
Legislature. Topical and important legal questions will be framed for argument before the Supreme
Court. Each region will be given one of the problems. Plaintiffs' and defendants' counsel will argue
their respective positions before the Court during the State Session in April. The Attorney General
may argue or assign the Assistant Attorneys General to present argument to the Supreme Court in
all of these cases.

ELECTIONS
Each region shall elect:
1. An Associate Justice (except where Chief Justice is elected)
2. An Assistant Attorney General (except where Attorney General is elected)
Each region shall select one or more:
1. team of counsel for appellant
2. team of counsel for respondent
Groups may send more than one team to competition. A team of judges will select the co-counsel
teams to participate in the State Session.

RULES OF PROCEDURE YMCA YOUTH SUPREME COURT STATE OF IDAHO AS
AMENDED
Rule 1. Application and Designation of Rules - These rules shall govern the procedure in the
YMCA Youth Supreme Court of the State of Idaho. These rules shall be called the Rules of Procedure
(“RP”).
Rule 2. Definitions - As used in these rules unless the context requires otherwise:
(a) Party shall mean appellant, respondent or Attorney General.
(b) Chief Justice shall mean the Chief Justice of the YMCA Youth Supreme Court.
(c) The Court shall mean the YMCA Youth Supreme Court.
Rule 3. Legal Research - Appellate attorneys should not only rely upon legal authorities, but are
encouraged to consider the social and philosophical implications of the case. The legal research
should focus on cases issued by the U.S. Supreme Court, Federal Courts, the Idaho Supreme Court
and the Idaho Court of Appeals.
Rule 4. Condition of Participation - Each party is expected to rely upon their own resources and
the materials obtained by independent resources. Parties may contact faculty members, attorneys,
or judges for guidance.
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Rule 5. Oral Argument
(a) Time: Each party shall give oral argument in the case on the date scheduled by the Court. Oral
argument time shall be allocated and shall proceed as follows:
(i)
Appellant’s Statement - 15 minutes, minus any time reserved for rebuttal.
(ii)
Respondent’s Statement - 15 minutes.
(iii)
Attorney General’s Amicus Curiae Statement - 10 minutes.
(iv)
Appellant’s Rebuttal Statement - up to 5 minutes.
(b) Division of Argument Time: Co-counsels may divide the time between them in any manner they
choose for oral argument. The Attorney General and the Assistant Attorney General may also
divide the time between themselves. The appellate attorneys must submit to the Clerk of the
Court a schedule of how argument time is to be divided 10 minutes prior to Oral Argument. The
schedule of argument will outline which counsel will be arguing and the time allotted for the
argument.
(c) Scope of Rebuttal: During rebuttal, the appellant shall not raise any new issues. The appellant
shall be limited to responding to the arguments raised by the respondent and the Attorney
General during their oral arguments.
(d) Attorney General: The Attorney General shall appear in person and/or through an Assistant
Attorney General.
(e) Schedule of Argument: The parties will be notified prior to arrival in Boise of the scheduled
argument time.
Rule 6. Protocol of Court
(a) Court sessions: The YMCA Youth Supreme Court shall conduct each court session as follows:
(i)
Clerk of the Court shall state upon signal from Justices, “All rise for the Court.” All
persons seated in the courtroom shall stand. Justices shall enter courtroom and shall
take their seats on the bench.
(ii)
Clerk of the Court shall then state “Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye, The Honorable YMCA
Youth Supreme Court of the State of Idaho is now in session. You may be seated.”
Everyone shall then take their seats.
(iii)
The Chief Justice shall then call the session to order by stating, “This is the time set
for the hearing of ____________ versus ___________, case number __________. Mr./Ms. ____________
you represent appellant? Mr./Ms. ___________ you represent respondent? Appellant you
may proceed.” Upon which the first co-counsel for appellant shall approach the
podium and begin oral argument. When the appellant’s co-counsel have completed
their opening arguments, the Chief Justice shall then ask the respondent’s co-counsel
to present their argument, and after them, the Attorney General. The appellant’s cocounsel will then be allowed to present their rebuttal argument.
(iv)
After oral argument is completed, the Chief Justice shall state, “The case will be taken
under advisement. The Court will recess and an opinion will be rendered Friday
morning.” The Justices shall leave the courtroom.
(v)
After the recess, the Clerk of the Court shall state upon signal from Justices, “All rise
for the Court” and proceed with the next case. All persons seated in the courtroom
shall stand. Justices shall enter courtroom and shall take their seats on the bench.
(b) Rendering the Opinion:
(i)
Clerk of the Court shall then state “Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye, The Honorable YMCA
Youth Supreme Court of the State of Idaho is now in session. You may be seated.”
Everyone shall then take their seats.
(ii)
The Chief Justice shall then call the session to order by stating, “This is the time set
for the rendering of decisions.” The Court will then render its decisions.
(iii)
The Chief Justice shall then call the first case by saying, “In the case of __________ versus
____________, case number _________” the decision of the Court is for the (appellant or
respondent). Justice __________ will read the opinion of the Court.”
(iv)
The assigned Justice will then render the majority opinion.
(v)
If there is a dissent, the Chief Justice will say “Justice __________ will now read the
dissenting opinion in which ______________ justices joined.”
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(vi)

After the last item of business has been completed, the Chief Justice shall state, “The
Court is adjourned.” The Court will then rise and all others will rise. The Justices shall
leave the courtroom, after which the audience is free to leave.

Rule 7. Judicial Decisions - General provisions. The Court will render all of its decisions on Friday
morning.
(a) Court Conferences: The Chief Justice may schedule Court conferences as necessary for the
benefit of the Court. The Chief Justice shall chair the conferences. Only Justices shall be allowed
in a conference. The purpose of the conference is to discuss the oral argument and reach a
decision in the case.
(b) Voting: Each Justice shall have one vote. A Justice may either concur or dissent. In case a
Justice is unable to participate in hearing a case and a tie decision results, the decision of the
lower court shall be deemed affirmed.
(c) Oral Decisions: The Court shall render an oral decision. Upon receiving the votes from the
Justices, the Court shall convene in session to render the oral opinion. The Court shall choose
one justice to deliver the opinion. Any dissenting Justices shall be allowed to render their oral
dissent. The dissenting Justices may choose one Justice to deliver the dissenting opinion.

ORAL ARGUMENT

Oral argument gives the appellate attorneys the opportunity to present arguments supporting their
client’s position in the case. The term oral argument is misleading, argument usually denotes hostility.
Actually, the argument should be more of a conversation in which you explain why the court should
rule in your client’s favor. You should remember that you are an advocate for your client not a
warrior. The following guidelines will help in preparing for oral argument.
A. Respect the Court. You must have respect for the court and the Justices. When addressing the
court, do not think of the justices as enemies, but as friends who are seeking advice.
B. Personal Manner. As an appellate attorney you should be respectful and friendly. You must be
confident in your knowledge and skill, but remember to refrain from acting hostile or over-zealous.
The goal is to help the court understand the problem and offer a logical solution. Remember to speak
boldly, in a voice loud enough to be heard, but not boisterous and overbearing. Try to avoid acting
nervous or speaking in a monotone. Use hand gestures to emphasize, too many can be extremely
distracting.
C. Manner and Appearance. You should dress appropriately. As an appellate attorney, you should
dress professionally and not as you would for going to school. You should not dress in a bizarre or
offensive manner, this includes hairstyle. You should be groomed neatly and refrain from wearing
anything (such as jewelry) that detracts from this appearance.
You should be careful of distracting mannerisms. Be careful not to pace, put hands in pockets, cover
the mouth while speaking, or drum the fingers nervously against the table. Avoid using the terms er,
ah, well, etc... when pausing to think. These habits detract from the oral presentation. Remember to
be polite, but not submissive. Be diplomatic.
D. Mode of Address. You should speak respectfully of the justices, opposing counsel and the
Attorney General. Justices should be addressed as “Your Honor,” “Judge,” or “Mr. Chief Justice.”
Questions should be answered as “Yes, your Honor” or “No, your Honor.” Never address a justice by
Mr. or Ms. You speak respectfully of opposing counsel and should address the opposing counsel as
“my Colleagues,” “opposing Counsel,” or by “Mr. ____” or Ms. _____.” Never speak disrespectfully or
sarcastically of opposing counsel. Address your own co-counsel by name or as “my associate.”
To begin oral argument, counsel should follow the following outline:
1. Walk slowly to the podium and wait for signal to begin.
2. Address the Court by saying “May it please the Court.”
3. Address the members of the court: i.e., Mr. Chief Justice, Associate Justices, opposing counsel,
and the Attorney General.
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4. Introduce yourself and your co-counsel. If you are dividing your argument between the two
counsels, inform the court of the division. Let the court know who will be speaking for how
long and on what issues. Then begin your argument.

REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING ESSENTIALS TO ORAL ARGUMENT:

1. Be thoroughly prepared. Know the important facts and your argument by heart. Although
notes are necessary for organization, don’t rely totally on notes or canned statements. Don’t
forget to “look up”, “speak up” and “be natural.”
2. Opening statement should be clear and concise. State necessary facts and state the issues.
Inform the court of what you want them to do.
3. The argument should be specific and concrete. Be forceful in your presentation. Focus on the
issues upon which the appeal turns. Don’t be afraid to admit the weaknesses of your position,
but don’t concede your case away.
4. The Justices often ask questions during oral argument to explore the case. The questions
usually explore the issues and authorities that apply to the case. Make sure you listen to the
questions and carefully answer them, if you don’t understand what the Justice is asking, ask
them to repeat or rephrase the question. This is the perfect time to emphasize your best
arguments and clarify any misconceptions that the Justices may have.
5. Rebuttal is used to clarify points, reinforce your argument and to respond to the argument
of opposing counsel. To be effective, rebuttal is to serve a purpose. Don’t just argue because
you have the time; make sure you use it to make specific points.
6. Closing statement should be sharp and emphatic. State the law on your side and remember,
TELL THE COURT WHAT YOU WANT THEM TO DO. Tell them you want them to affirm or
reverse, why and with what law. Don’t expect the court to know what you want, be specific
in your request.
7. Following these guidelines should help you be successful in your presentation. Good Luck!
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PARLIAMENTARY
PROCEDURE
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH A GROUP CAN CONSIDER ISSUES AND RESOLVE
DISPUTES. RULES ARE CREATED TO ENSURE AND BALANCE THE RIGHTS OF VARIOUS GROUPS WITHIN (OR AFFECTED BY
THE ACTIONS OF) AN ORGANIZATION.

THE 10 BASIC PRINCIPLES OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE:
1. THE GROUP MUST HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO TAKE THE ACTIONS IT CLAIMS TO TAKE.
2. A MEETING OF THE DECISION-MAKING GROUP MUST TAKE PLACE.
3. A PROPER NOTICE OF THE MEETING MUST BE GIVEN TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE GROUP.
4. A QUORUM MUST BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING.
5. A QUESTION MUST BE BEFORE THE GROUP UPON WHICH IT CAN MAKE A DECISION.
6. AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEBATE THE QUESTION MUST BE ALLOWED.
7. THE QUESTION MUST BE DECIDED BY TAKING A VOTE.
8. A MAJORITY VOTE TO TAKE AN ACTION OR DECIDES A QUESTION MUST OCCUR.
9. NO FRAUD, TRICKERY, OR DECEPTION RESULTING IN INJURY TO ANY MEMBER MUST OCCUR.
10. TO BE VALID, ANY ACTION OR DECISION OF A BODY MUST NOT VIOLATE ANY APPLICABLE LAW OR
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION.
BILL- A FORMAL DRAFT OF A PROPOSED LAW PRESENTED TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR CONSIDERATION
COMMITTEE- THE PRINCIPLE GROUPS THROUGH WHICH LEGISLATION MUST PASS FOR SCRUTINY, DEBATE, AND
MODIFICATION

DEBATE- REMARKS MADE ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF A QUESTION. IN A MORE GENERAL SENSE, IT INCLUDES ALL DISCUSSION
ON A QUESTION BEFORE THE BODY, EVEN IF ALL REMARKS ARE ON ONE SIDE.
DECORUM- PROPER ORDER, ETIQUETTE, AND CONDUCT OF MEMBERS
GERMANENESS- THE RELEVANCE OR APPROPRIATENESS OF AMENDMENTS OR MOTIONS TO THE ITEM UNDER
DISCUSSION

JOURNAL- OFFICIAL CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF THE ACTION TAKEN AND THE PROCEEDINGS OF A LEGISLATIVE BODY
MOTION- A PROPOSITION OR REQUEST THAT THE BODY TAKE SOME ACTION UPON A MATTER
ORDER OF BUSINESS- THE SEQUENCE OF BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR EACH DAY THAT A LEGISLATIVE BODY MEETS.
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY- A REQUEST FROM A LEGISLATOR TO THE PRESIDING OFFICER FOR INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE PENDING BUSINESS

POINT OF ORDER- REQUIRES A BODY TO FOLLOW ITS OWN RULES AND TO FOLLOW ESTABLISHED PARLIAMENTARY
PROCEDURE
• RULING- DECISION ABOUT A POINT OR ORDER OR QUESTION ABOUT THE PROCEDURE
• APPEAL- APPLY FOR A REVERSAL OF A DECISION

QUORUM- NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHOSE PRESENCE IS NECESSARY FOR BUSINESS AND TO MAKE ACTIONS LEGALLY VALID
READING- A FORMAL PROCEDURE THAT PRESENTS A MEASURE BEFORE A CHAMBER
RESOLUTION- EXPRESSES THE SENTIMENT, INTENT, OR RECOGNITION OF THE LEGISLATURE
VETO- THE POWER VESTED IN A GOVERNOR TO DISAPPROVE MEASURES PASSED BY A LEGISLATURE, OR THE MESSAGE
THAT USUALLY IS SENT TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY BY THE GOVERNOR, STATING THE REFUSAL TO SIGN A BILL INTO
LAW AND THE REASONS FOR THE REFUSAL

VOTE- THE FORMAL EXPRESSION OF THE WILL OF OR DECISION BY THE BODY. WHEN A VOTE IS TAKEN, GENERALLY ONE
SIDE WINS AND ONE SIDE LOSES

MAJORITY- A NUMBER GREATER THAN ONE-HALF OF THE TOTAL
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10 FREQUENTLY USED MOTIONS:
1. MOTION TO ADJOURN
2. MOTION TO AMEND
3. MOTION FOR A CALL OF THE HOUSE
4. MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE
5. MOTION TO POSTPONE
6. MOTION FOR THE PREVIOUS QUESTION
7. MOTION TO RECESS
8. MOTION TO RECONSIDER
9. MOTION TO REFER OR COMMIT
10. MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES
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FORMS
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EXAMPLE- INVITATION LETTER
This is an invitation to participate in a program that I co-advise here at BHS. For the last 10
years I have participated in the YMCA Youth in Government program. It is a program for high school
students interested in the state legislative experience. Your commitment to this event is fairly
minimal but there is a chance to have major participation. The first event will be held on Friday,
January 4th at Boise State University. This will be an excused absence. At this regional event we will
be electing students for statewide offices. Please see the attached form if you are interested in
running for any of these positions. You have been invited because of your academic performance in
my class, perceived interest in the legislative process, or from a nomination from another teacher. If
you have received this invitation I would love for you to participate. I will be hosting an information
meeting on Thursday, December 7th at lunch in room 229. I know that this is during your lunch time,
but I ask that you give me 15 minutes to explain in more detail this great opportunity. It is a national
program that can be put on your resume.
Again, please consider this invitation. You may stop by before school, break, or at lunch if
you have questions. Please complete the form below and return it to your instructor. Attached is a
list of the positions you may run for at the regional Conference.
Thanks for your time and interest,
Mrs. Rue
_____

Yes, I am very interested in attending and I will be at the meeting on the 7th!

_____

No, I am not interested but thanks for the invitation

_____

Maybe, I am very interested but want more information. I will be at the meeting to find out
more!

_____

Yes, Not only do I want to go, I want to run for an elected position. I have checked the
ones that I am interested in.

____ House Floor Leader

____ Appellate Judge

____ Secretary of State

____ Editor in Chief

____ Deputy Attorney General

____ Moot Court

____ Lobbyist (makes alliances and vote deals with other schools at Regionals!)
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EXAMPLE- INFO SHEET
Arrival:

You need to be at the Boise State Student Union Building by 8:15 AM (Tardiness will not be accepted
and you will lose your Activity Excused Absence! Give yourself plenty of time to get there!) You can
leave when we are finished, around 2 pm.
Dress:

Required dress is business casual. If you are running for an elected position you may want to wear
something a bit more professional. Moot Court competitors and Parliamentarian candidates must
be in professional attire!
Where:

Boise State University Student Union Building
What to Bring:

Bring something to write with, a notebook, lunch money, or your lunch with you. The food court
should be open. Aside from lunch you are not allowed to leave at any time.
What to Expect:

You will be listening to some guest speakers, going to seminars about various topics, and you will
be voting for our statewide Conference officers. The workshops provided will help students best
prepare for their participation during State Session in April. This is an interactive learning
experience where students are to be actively engaged throughout the entire process. Remember
this is State Government; all the things that we are discussing and preparing for relate to us here in
Idaho. Have fun, learn something, and meet some new people. Those of you attending in the
spring will want to remember some of these people. Loss of participation can occur if there are any

individual participants or schools demonstrating inappropriate behavior and/or not following the
appropriate guidelines.
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EXAMPLE- YMCA Youth in Government
Below is a description of YMCA Youth in Government. This is a great opportunity to see the State
Legislative and Judicial Branches up close. You will be the representatives, secretaries, lobbyists,
and others. The time commitment, costs and descriptions are included. If you have any questions
stop by Mrs. Rue’s or Ms. Maywhoor’s room for further questions.
Regional YMCA Youth in Government:
School Activity Excuse Absence-All Day
Boise State Student Union Building
Cost: $7-10 (for bus and registration)
Dress Casual Nice
Bring a Lunch or money to purchase a lunch

Regional Conference prepares you for State Session. For the Regional Conference we spend a day
down at Boise State listening to guest speakers, going to seminars of your choice, and meeting
delegates from other schools in our region (Eagle, Boise, Timberline, Caldwell, etc.) The most
important job at regionals is to elect the officers for State Session. The bigger the delegation we
have the better chance of getting someone from our school elected. You make alliances and
agreements with students from other schools. At the end of the day we host the elections and
hopefully we will have a representative from BHS! Again, the more people we have got the better our
chances are of getting someone elected! Spread the word! You can just go to Regionals and not run
for office. If you just want to hear the speakers and go to the seminars you are more than welcome
to attend. You do not have to run for office to go to Regionals! You do not have to go to State to
go to Regionals!
Offices you can run for:
House Floor Leader: A leader on the House of Representatives side. Will serve as 1 of our
Representatives at State Session debating and speaking on bills. Also participates in agenda setting
and the opening and closing ceremonies. Must be able to attend all of the State Session in April. A
fun job and a great experience if you love to debate and speak your opinion.
Secretary of State: This is considered an Executive Branch member. You will be in charge of keeping
track of all of the bills at State. You will work closely with the Speaker and President of the Senate
and transfer bills back and forth between the chambers. You must be able to attend all of the State
Session in April. Another fun job and great experience.
Appellate Judge: This job will require you and give you the opportunity to hear the students arguing
cases from Moot Court. They have a case and you will get to decide the opinion of the court. You
will be working with other appellate judges and deciding as a group. If you are interested in courts,
debate, or law you would be a great candidate to try this out! You do not have to stand up in front
of anyone; they stand in front of you! You must be able to attend all of State Session in April.
Moot Court: You will receive a case that you will have to prepare an argument for and against. At
the regional Conference you will skip the seminars and speakers and argue your case in front of a
panel. You are in a team of 2 and you work together. The panel then decides which side argued a
better case. Sometimes you argue for or sometimes you argue against. Those of you familiar with
debate it is very similar. If you make it through all the rounds you move on to the State Session and
argue before the judges at the Idaho Supreme Court Building. If you advance you must be able to
attend all of the State Session in April. (See Mrs. Rue ASAP if you are interested)
Editor in Chief: During State Session you will need to put together at least one newspaper. You
will be in charge of the production, 4 press staff department editors and various reporters. Someone
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not afraid to take charge with newspaper experience should apply. You must be able to attend all of
State Session in April.
State YMCA Youth in Government: April 18 and 19
Dress Professionally
Location State Capital Building
Cost: $55 (Scholarships/Financial Assistance and
fundraising opportunities are available) (This amount
will vary depending on whether you need to pay for
transportation and lodging)
Money for food
YMCA Youth in Government State Session is a blast! This is where we get to put all of our time and
efforts into seeing the Legislative, Judicial and Executive process come to life. Students from all over
the state will gather these 2 days to simulate state government. As a delegation we will write at
least 2 of our own bills and try to get them passed through the legislature and have the Governor (a
fellow student) sign them into YMCA “law”. We will have lobbyists and press reporters running around
trying to make things happen for BHS. In order to attend the State Session you must have attended
the regional Conference and be able to commit to both days. It will begin Thursday morning and end
on Friday afternoon. Everyone who attends State Session will have role to fulfill. There will be
approximately 4-5 lunch meetings from January until April.
Remember: We need a large delegation at the Regional Conference to get someone elected!
Encourage your friends!
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EXAMPLE- BILL

2014 YMCA IDAHO YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT STATE SESSION
Committee: Transportation and Defense Action: ____________
House Action: _____________ Senate Action: ____________________
Governor’s Action: __________________________
In the House
Bill Number: HB2014-07
By: Caldwell High School
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

AN ACT
RELATING TO DRIVING RESTRICTIONS FOR YOUNG DRIVERS.
Be It Enacted by the Idaho YMCA Youth in Government Legislature:
SECTION 1. Persons under the age of seventeen shall be restricted from driving with
more than two passengers in the car under the age of 21.
SECTION 2. This restriction applies to all circumstances except when the young driver
is accompanied by his/her parent/guardian.
SECTION 3. Once a driver reaches the age of seventeen, he/she is entitled to all the
rights and privileges of an adult driver.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The purpose of this bill is to promote responsible driving among young drivers and to
provide young drivers with ample time to gain experience and maturity without the myriad
of distractions that accompany driving with a car load of passengers.
FISCAL NOTE
None
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EXAMPLE- CASE
IN THE YMCA YOUTH SUPREME COURT
OF THE STATE OF YMCA

STATE OF YMCA,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Respondent.
vs.
VINCENT CHASE,
Appellant,

YMCA Case No. 2003-03

_______________________________________
_

Appeal from the District Court of the Fifteenth Judicial District of the State of YMCA, in
and for the County of Screech. Honorable Cool H. Luke, District Judge.
FACTS
In 2001, the State of YMCA passed the following legislation concerning driving under the
influence:
Section 18-8005A. Additional Penalty. Any person who pleads guilty or is
found guilty of driving under the influence of alcohol, and who has pled
guilty or was found guilty of two (2) previous violations of driving under
the influence of alcohol within the previous ten (10) years, shall be guilty
of a felony and shall be sentenced to period of confinement in the state
penitentiary for not less than two (2) years and not more than
imprisonment for life.
Vincent Chase (“Chase”) is 22 years old. He was recently found guilty of a violating
Section 18-8005A for having a second DUI conviction in ten (10) years. Upon being convicted,
the trial judge sentenced Chase to life in prison, with the possibility of parole after eighteen (18)
years (Chase will be 40 years old). Chase appeals the conviction and the sentence.
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PRIOR PROCEEDING
Chase was first arrested for driving under the influence on the night of his high school
graduation, May 27, 1998, three (3) years before § 18-8005A was enacted into law. At
the time, he was 17 years old. Chase’s parents could not afford a lawyer and he pled
guilty to the DUI charge, based upon his parents’ advice. His parents are not lawyers.
Unknown to Chase or his parents was the fact that there were issues concerning the
method in which the blood alcohol level test that was administered to Chase. Any
competent lawyer would have recognized the error and argued to the court that the
blood alcohol test results were not admissible in court. Because there was no other
evidence against Chase, in all likelihood, the DUI charge would have been dismissed
against Chase. He also pled guilty because Chase had no previous violations of the law of
any kind and was told he would only be sentenced to community service. Chase was in
fact sentenced to one hundred (100) hours of community service, which he completed.
Chase then went to college and pledged a fraternity. During a fraternity party in
his last year of college, Chase got drunk and drove a vehicle to purchase more alcohol.
He was obviously intoxicated and was slurring his speech. His blood alcohol level tested
at three times the legal limit. Before being arrested, he almost hit a pedestrian and
clipped a parked car, but caused little damage. The pedestrian was not hurt. Chase was
arrested for driving under the influence. At the time he was arrested, he yelled
obscenities at the police officers and vomited in the back of the police car. This time he
hired Johnny Lawyer, the best criminal lawyer in YMCA, and fought the charges. He was
convicted by a jury. The judge, under § 18-8005A, sentenced him to life in prison with the
possibility of parole in 18 years.
The court cited State v. Toohill, 103 Idaho 565, 650 P.2d 710 (Ct. App. 1982), and
determined that the goals of protecting society, deterrence, rehabilitation and retribution
required the stiff sentence. The court also stated that DUI-related accidents and deaths
had gone up in YMCA by forty-two percent (42%) in the last year which also justified the
sentence. The district court further noted that State v. Hooper, 119 Idaho 606, 809 P.2d
467 (1991), also supported the decision. The judge also made reference in his decision
that Chase was a very unpleasant person, talked back to his elders, wore a nose ring, and
needed to think about the decisions he had made.
ISSUES RAISED ON APPEAL
1.

Was the sentence of life imprisonment an abuse of the judge’s discretion?

2.

Is the sentence of life imprisonment excessive?
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